Wildlife Killing Contests
in Maryland

Stephanie Boyles Griffin, M.S.
Senicr Scientist, Wildlife Protection

ATTACHMENT E

Our position statement on hunting

The HSUS seeks to bulld a humane society that will move toward protecting and
celebrating wildiife, and will develop humane solutions to wildlife conflicts through
innovation. The HSUS actively works to eliminate the most inhumane and unfair sport
huntin%practices such as the use of body-gripping traps and snares; bear baiting; the
hound hunting of i:ears, bobcats, mountain lions and wolves; contest klllln&leven + and
captive-hunting on fenced properties. We oppose live pigeon shoots and other forms of
staged hunting where the animals are bred or stocked simply to be shot as living targets.
We also oppose the trophy hunting of rare or endangered populations and the use o

lead ammunition, since less toxic alternatives are workable and available in the
marketplace.

Other position statements on wild animals avallable at www.humanssocisty.org.
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wildlife killing
contests

Organized events in which
participants compete for prizes for
killing the most or the largest
animals within a specified time
period.
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commonly
targeted species

Coyote

Red and gray fox

Bobcat (not in Maryland)
Crow

Squirrel

Prairie dog

Raccoon




ATTACHMENT E

The 24-Hour Predator Contest
Bamegat, New lersey
February 20, 2018

New York State Predator Hunt
Macedon, New York
January 28, 2018

The Young Farmers &
Ranchers 1% Annual Coyote
Tournament

Hines, Oregon

December 2, 2018
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states that have
banned or limited

‘ 4 killing contests

. Has banned predator and furbearer specles killing contests
{0 Has banned coyote killing contests
Limits number or types of animals kllled In contests

. Pending legislation or ragulations to ban wildife killing contests
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Recent wildlife killing contests in Maryland:

Annual Central Maryland Predator Competition
* Held at IWLA chapter in Mount Airy

* January 19-20, 2019

* Species targeted: Coyote, red fox, gray fox

* Judged by count

Southern Maryland Predator Hunt

* Held at Fred’s Sports #2, White Plains 2ot Al Merviend Pryvtsior Mg
* January 15-17, 2016 e e e e

» Species targeted: Coyote, red fox, gray fox e -
* Judged by point system: Red/gray fox = 1 point, S,

coyote = 2 points
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Removing a random predator from the landscape has no
impact whatsoever on widespread turkey populations
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Competition
Junuury 19-20, 2019
~IWLA Chapter

Mount Airy
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wildlife killing contests

= 2= contravene modern, science-
based wildlife management
principles

damage the reputation
of sportsmen and
sportswomen

“Hunting is not a contest and it should
never be a competitive activity about
who can kill the most or the biggest
animals.”

Ted Chu, formerwildiife manager
withldaho Fish and Geme
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The policy of The Wildlife Society regarding wildlife killing contests:

1.

Discourages contests that adversely affect the wildlife resource or the public
appreciation of wildlife resources.

Supports that wildlife killed must be put to legitimate uses.

Opposes all contests that: a. intentionally wound animals in a manner that causes
excess pain and suffering, kill parents resulting in orphaned, dependent young,
or devalue wildlife by showing disrespectful photos of piles of dead animals.
Discourage contests that portray hunting in an unethical fashion. If a contest is
held, all applicable permitting and hunting regulations must be followed during
the contest by all parties invelved,

Support public attitude surveys to determine societal values regarding killing
contests and encourage agencies to consider these survey results when managing
and regulating killing contests.

Recognize that there is little evidence to support the use of killing conlests for
controlling predator populations.

Recognize that while species killed in contests can be legaliy killed in most
states, making a contest of it may undermine the public's view of ethical

hunting.




ATTACHMENT E

The policy of The Wildlife Society regarding wildlife killing contests:

1. Discourages contests that adversely affect the wildlife resource or the public
appreciation of wildlife resources.

2. Supports that wildlife killed must be put to legitimate uses

3. Opposes all contests that: a. intentionally wound animals in a manner that causes
excess pain and sulfering, kill parents resulting in aorphaned. dependent young.
or devalue wildlife by showing disrespectful photos of piles of dead animals.

4. Discourage contests that portray hunting in an uncthical fashion. If'a contest is
held. all applicable permitting and hunting regulations must be followed during
the contest by all parties involved.

5. Support public attitude surveys to determine societal values regarding killing
contests and encourage agencies 1o consider these survey results when managing
and regulating killing contests.

6. Recognize that there is little evidence to support the use of killing contests for
controlling predator populations.

7. Recognize that while species killed in contests can be legally killed in most
states, making a contest of it may undermine the public’s view of ethical
hunting.

will not reduce or
mitigate livestock
conflicts

Numerous studies indicate that the
random killing of coyotes will not
mitigate conflicts with livestock—and
could even increase them.




will not increase
game populations

In a new study, North Carolina researchers
evaluated deer harvest numbers in South
Carolina, North Carolina, Ohio, Florida, New
Jersey, and New York and found that
coyotes are not limiting deer numbers in
those states, and that coyote removal
programs will do little to Increase reglonal

deernumbers.
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TRIB:

Habitat, not predators, seen as key to

wildlife populations
‘EFV.E BOBFRYE | Manday, July 25, 2016 521 p.m.

Predators take a lot of heat for pursuing prey
spedies that sametimes also are pursued by
sportsmen.

Their Impact Is more iImagined than real, though,

That's the word from Pennsylvaria Game
Commission, anyway. At Its recent meeting. the
agency devoted a lot of ume to debunking the idea
predators are driving game populations radically
downward.

At the request of the board, two of the agency’s
biologists, Matt Lovalio and Dan Brauning, gave
predator presentations.

DETALLS

The statement

Here'stha mexs of the Gama
Commission’s full response 10
tha predator managemant
cuiestion.

“During the (ata 18005 and aarly
19003, the Game Commission
focused much of its energy and
resources Imo peedator control
efforts, During this period, wa
did not understand the

f P Pt
and prey. Afier decades of using.
pradatar contred (Such as paying
bountles) with no effect, snd the
emergence of wildiife
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Habitat, not predators, seen as key to

wildlife populations

After decades of using predator control (such
as paying bounties) with no effect, and the
emergence of wildlife management as a
science, the agency finally accepted the
reality that predator control does not work.

“Predator control of coyotes because of wildlife predation Is unwamanted and unnecessary.
Predator control of coyotes preying on livestock should be restricted to targeted anlmals.”
The West Virginia Department of Natural Resources

The random removal of coyotes “.. will not: (a} control or reduce coyote populations; (b) reduce or
eliminata predation on livestock; or {c} result In an Increase In deer densitles.”
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

“Bounties and harvast incentive programs are prone to carruption, expensive, do not increase
harvest, and do nottarget problem animals. Ample evidence from case studles supports the
conclusion that these methods are ineffective at reducing conflicts with coyotes or Impacting
coyota populations.” ... “While coyote population reduction (“coyote contral“} is often the first and
only management approach that people suggest, it has proven ineffective.”

The North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

In reference to studles finding that trapping coyotes to manage predation of deer fawns did not
yleld significant Increases In fawn survival: “Glven these results and the difficulty and high costof
coyote control, it seems apparent that making adjustments to how we manage deer, particularly
femalg deer, Is more Important now [than] prior to the colanlzation of the state by coyotes,”

The South Caroling Department of Natural Resources

“[Tihe whidlife management profession does not generally recognize the use of contasts as a tool
with substantial wildiife management effect.”
The Nevada Boand of Wiidife Commissioners

Coyote Management Plan
March 1, 2018
g
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foxes and coyotes
provide vital
ecological services

«  Controlling disease transmisslon

« Keeping rodent populations In check,
curtalling rodent- and tick-bom
diseases such as hantavins and Lyme

*  Protecting crops

* Increasing blodiversity

«  Removingsick animals from the gene
pool

[
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killing contests
are
fundamentally
inhumane

The enthuslasm for the mass
killing of animals Is likely to be
viewed as barbaric, sadistic, and
wasteful by the people of
Maryland.
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“Competitive killing seoms to lack the appreciation of and the respact forwildiie fundamental to any cument
definition of an ethical hunter.”
Jim Posawitz, retired blologist,
Montana Department of Fish, Wiidlife & Parks, and suthorof
“Bayond Falr Chase and Intent to Hunt: A Journsy lmto Amesican Hunting™

“Coyuts hunting contests are notonly Ineffective at controlling coyeta populations, but thess idnds of
compatitive coyote hunts are ralsing concems on the part of the public and could possibly Jeopardize the
Rutureof hunting and affect access to private tandsforall hunters.”

Vermant Fish & Widilfe

*Extensive public controversy exists about predator/ fur-bearing contests that award prizes to participants
who il the largeat number or variety of predator/fur-bearing animals or tha contest is based on the
combined welght of snimals a participant kills. To tha axtent these contasts reflact on the overal| hunting
commusity, public outrage with thass events has tha potentiai to threaten hunting as s lagimats wildlite
managsment function,”
The Arirona Game and Fish Commission i fis Apnif 12, 2018 proposed ruje
o ban kitling contests for predator/fur-bearing spacies

“The non-specific, Indlscrim!nate killing methods used In this cammercial and unrestrictad coyots kiiling
contest are not abouthunting or sound land managemant. These contests are about personal profit, animal
cruedty. ... It is time to outiaw this highly destructive activity.”

Ray Powedi, former New Mexico Commissioner of Stats Lands

“Awarding prizes forwiiditfe Mdiling contasts is bothunethical and Inconsistant with our current understanding
of netural systems. Such contests are an anachronism and have no pfacain modem wikdife managament.”
Michasl Sutton, former president of the Californfa Fish and Game Commission

Discussion:

Killing contests for
furbearer species in
Maryland.
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Questions?

Working to End the Worst Cruelties Facing Wildlife
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